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Randy Jackson’s dance 
show needs more 
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 When commuters cross the 
Chester Bridge into Missouri from 
Illinois, five fireworks stands are the 
first thing they’ll see.
Many southern Illinois resi-
dents are making the annual trip 
over the border to 
Missouri, Kentucky 
or Indiana to purchase 
fireworks that are ille-
gal in Illinois. These 
include all explosive 
fireworks that contain 
more than .025 grains 
of explosive com-
pound, according to 
the Illinois Fireworks 
Use Act.
“Most of our busi-
ness comes f rom 
Illinois,” said Alicia 
Moore, operator of Fernow’s 
Fireworks in Perryville, Mo. 
Moore lives across the river in 
Chester where the fireworks she 
sells are illegal. She and her mother, 
Donna Fernow, have sold fireworks 
less than a half-mile across the river 
in Missouri since 1984, she said.
Many of Moore’s family mem-
bers are also making money off 
firework stands in Missouri. Her 
sister operates in Pacific, Mo., and 
her cousin has a stand in Arnold, 
Mo., she said. 
Illinois continues to lose out 
on lucrative tax revenues that are 
generated from the 
fireworks sold in those 
stands and other stores 
each year, Moore said. 
That, however, does 
not concern her moth-
er.
“I’m happier with 
them not issuing a 
fireworks license in 
Illinois,” Fernow said. 
“It’s much more lucra-
tive for us.”
Fernow said fire-
works retailers in 
Missouri are required to pay $25 
each for both a seasonal retailers 
license and a county license. The 
licenses allow dealers to operate 
between June 20 and July 10 as well 
as the week between Christmas 
and New Years. For $100, they can 
operate all year long.
Andy Kelley of Chester said he 
crosses the river every year to pur-
chase fireworks. He also travels over 
to purchase cheaper cigarettes and 
gasoline.
Border states capitalize on fireworks sales
Andy Kelley, 
left, shops 
with his fiancé 
Stephanie 
Prater Tuesday 
at Fernow’s 
Fireworks in 
Perryville, Mo. 
Kelley, who 
lives in Chester, 
said he crosses 
the river up 
to four times 
a week for 
cigarettes, gas 
and fireworks.
JAKE LOCKARD
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Some ‘Turbo Booster’ fireworks sit on a shelf at Fernow’s Fireworks 
in Perryville, Mo. Fernow’s, along with several other stands near the 
Illinois border, benefit from Illinois’ ban by selling to residents who can’t 
get the fireworks in state.
See FIREWORKS, Page 5
‘‘I’m happier with them 
not issuing a 
fireworks license 
in Illinois. It’s 
much more 
lucrative for us. 
 
— Donna Fernow
Fernow Fireworks employee 
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Ex-student charged with intentionally 
rear-ending administrator’s car
 Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN
 A recently expelled student said 
Wednesday he is innocent of claims 
that he purposely struck the car of an 
administrator two days after he report-
edly made threats in her office.
Scott Toomsen, a 38-year-old unde-
cided freshman of Carbondale, was 
expelled June 24 for charges that includ-
ed threatening Director of Disability 
Support Services Kathleen Plesko and 
staff two days before he hit Plesko’s car 
at a red light. In the official recommen-
dation for expulsion, charges included a 
statement by Plesko that she believed 
Toomsen hit her car intentionally. 
Toomsen and Plesko were treated 
for injuries at Memorial Hospital after 
the June 19 collision. Plesko said she is 
continuing medical treatment, includ-
ing physical therapy. She would not 
comment about either of the incidents.
Toomsen said he would never inten-
tionally hurt Plesko. She has always 
been helpful during his time at the uni-
versity, he said. Toomsen was previously 
enrolled at SIUC in 2006.
University spokesman Rod Sievers 
said police were called to Woody Hall 
June 17 in response to a complaint that 
Toomsen was creating a public distur-
bance and making threats. The threats 
were made toward Disability Support 
Services staff, including Plesko, Sievers 
said. 
Todd Sigler, director of SIUC 
Police, said officers arrived on the scene 
and did not escort Toomsen from the 
premises. He was allowed to leave on 
his own, Sigler said. 
 Two days later, Carbondale police 
responded to a car accident in which 
Toomsen hit the back of Plesko’s car 
at the intersection of South Illinois 
Avenue and Pleasant Hill Road. 
Toomsen was arrested on a charge of 
driving under the influence and failure 
to reduce speed. 
Toomsen said his temper got out of 
control during the Woody Hall inci-
dent. He said he did not mean to hit 
Plesko’s car.
“I would never do anything wrong 
to Kathleen but she said she felt I did 
it intentionally,” Toomsen said. “That 
about kills me.”
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EBay Seminar held at Public Library
• 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. July 19 at the Carbondale 
Public Library
• Mrs. Angie Kaye an instructor at John a. Logan 
will be instructing the seminar
• Sign up via John A. Logan Continuing Education 
Department or the Library’s Circulation Desk
• Must be 18 years or older to attend, $20 fee
• Any questions call Mary Stoner at 457-0354
The calendar is a free service for community groups. We cannot 
guarantee that all items will run.
Submit calendar items to the DAILY EGYPTIAN newsroom, Communications 
1247, at least two days before event, or call (618) 536-3311, ext. 266.
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If you spot an 
error, please 
contact the 
DAILY EGYPTIAN 
accuracy desk 
at 536-3311, 
ext. 253.
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When asked if university offi-
cials believed the car accident 
was related to the Woody Hall 
disturbance, Sievers responded, 
“Absolutely.”
Toomsen said his face was par-
tially paralyzed and he was diag-
nosed with bipolar disorder after a 
car accident in 1996. The driving 
under the influence charge, he said, 
was given because he was on his 
medication, Fioricet.
When the D E 
requested a copy of the police 
report to verify these claims, the 
Carbondale Police Department 
said they required a Freedom of 
Information request, which takes 
seven days to process.
Sievers said Toomsen had a his-
tory of problems with professors 
and staff of which the Counseling 
Center was probably aware.
He added that SIUC Police and 
Counseling Center staff members 
meet every Monday to discuss stu-
dents or faculty they may consider 
a safety concern.
Sigler would neither confirm 
nor deny whether the police dis-
cussed Toomsen with counselors.
“I would want to respect the 
individual’s privacy concerning 
any conversation I may or may 
not have had with the Counseling 
Center,” Sigler said.
Rosemary Simmons, direc-
tor of the Counseling Center, did 
not respond to a phone message 
Wednesday afternoon.
Toomsen said his outburst in 
Woody Hall came after he was 
sent from office to office while 
trying to resolve a dispute about 
his class schedule. He said the inci-
dent was the latest in a long line of 
frustrations he has encountered at 
the university.
He produced copies of letters 
from Vice Chancellor for Student 
Affairs Larry Dietz and inter-
im Provost Don Rice, which he 
received after filing a formal griev-
ance against a professor in 2006. 
Toomsen said he was frustrated 
by administrators’ sluggishness to 
respond to his problems with the 
professor, who still teaches at the 
university.
“Again, thanks for your patience 
with this issue and our apologies 
for the difficulties that you have 
had at the University,” Dietz wrote 
in the March 3 letter.
Toomsen said the SIUC police 
officers that responded to the 
Woody Hall incident accused him 
of intoxication, but he said he was 
sober at the time.
“One of the officers said I had 
alcohol on my breath ‘cause I was 
slurring my speech,” Toomsen 
said. “But when you have a half-
paralyzed face, it’s easy to slur 
words.” 
Sievers said Toomsen’s issues 
with multiple faculty members on 
campus had been escalating for 
some time, though he could not 
say how long.
A news release from the 
Carbondale Police Department 
confirmed an investigation of the 
car accident is under way. 
Toomsen said he would like to 
return to campus and is looking for 
a lawyer.
Allison Petty contributed to this report.
Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at 
536-3311 ext. 268 or 
jengel@siu.edu.
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DAILY EGYPTIAN
 Mark Robinson has driven Reba 
McIntyre and the foreign minister of 
Afghanistan.
But he won’t talk about it.
Robinson, who chauffeured in pri-
vate business before he became trans-
portation assistant manager in the 
SIUC travel service department, pro-
tects his clients’ privacy with a simple 
credo: “What happens in the sedan 
stays in the sedan.”
Robinson’s job requires him to be 
on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year, no matter what the weather, he 
said. He typically drives guest speakers, 
panel members or applicants for high-
ranking positions.
In effect, he is the first representa-
tive from SIUC to meet many officials 
who visit the campus.
His boss, Kim Bernadoni, said she 
is sure he makes a good impression.
“Mark’s a real go-getter,” she said. 
“He’s extremely easygoing, easy to get 
along with.”
Robinson shared a story in which 
he and one of Bill Clinton’s spiritual 
advisers laughed together over dinner 
shortly before the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal broke in 1998. Robinson said 
he glanced at a magazine and casually 
mentioned the resemblance between 
Linda Tripp and Donald Trump, 
which sent the pastor into hysterics.
“He said, ‘I’m going to tell Bill 
that,’” Robinson remembered. “Could 
you imagine if this guy and Bill 
Clinton had a laugh over a joke that 
I told him at a Fazoli’s?  It makes me 
feel like I’m this close to history.”
Though Robinson has received 
every type of driving certification avail-
able, he does not own a car and walks 
or rides a bike to work every day.
He uses the time to savor the world 
around him.
“You know the whole joke about, 
‘Stop and smell the roses’?” Robinson 
said, smiling. “(The other day) there 
was this huge, fragrant rose bush 
behind these lousy-looking apart-
ments, and it was so beautiful. The 
whole street smelled like that rose-
bush.”
Robinson said he encourages student 
workers who work in Travel Services to 
train for their commercial licenses to 
drive buses and passenger vehicles. He 
can teach them for free, he said, while 
outside classes would cost about $2,500.
Jeremy Laminack, a sophomore 
from Carterville studying history, is one 
student worker who hopes to learn from 
Robinson. Laminack said he plans to 
read a manual before starting his lessons, 
but Robinson had taken him to one of 
the university’s buses and taught him 
about air brakes.
“He loves air brakes. He loves to talk 
about air brakes,” Laminack said.
Donel Choice, who has worked in 
Travel Services since fall 2007, agreed 
that Robinson is a good boss.
“He’s always willing to lend a help-
ing hand,” said Choice, a junior from 
Chicago studying information systems 
technologies.
Robinson said he had some advice 
for graduates:
“If you enjoy your work, the money 
will come,” Robinson said. “Don’t get 
a crappy job because in the long run, 
you’re going to wish you hadn’t. Work 
for two bucks less for a job that you 
really enjoy.”
After all, it worked for him.
“I’m just a regular guy who’s just 
had an extraordinary time with what 
he enjoyed doing,” Robinson said.
University driver shares miles of memories
Mark 
Robinson, 
transportation 
assistant 
manager 
at SIUC’s 
travel service 
department, 
glances 
through his 
rear view 
mirror while 
driving across 
campus 
Monday. 
Robinson was 
in private 
business as 
a chauffeur 
before coming 
to SIUC and has 
had a number 
of notable 
clients.
THOMAS BARKER
DAILY EGYPTIAN
‘‘If you enjoy your work, the money will come. Don’t get a crappy job because in the long run, you’re going to wish you hadn’t. Work for two bucks less for a job that you really enjoy.  — Mark Robinson
transportation assistant manager for the SIUC travel service department
Frank Bajak
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
BOGOTA, Colombia — 
Colombia freed Ingrid Betancourt 
and three U.S. military contrac-
tors from leftist guerrillas on 
Wednesday after military spies 
tricked rebels into giving them up 
without a single injury, the defense 
minister said.
In all, the operation freed 15 
hostages including Colombian 
soldiers and police, Juan Manuel 
Santos said.
The rescue is the most seri-
ous blow ever dealt to the 44-
year-old Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, who con-
sidered Betancourt and the three 
Americans their most valuable bar-
gaining chips.
In Paris, the French-Colombian 
politician’s son Lorenzo Delloye-
Betancourt called her release after 
six years of captivity, “if true, the 
most beautiful news of my life.” 
There was no answer at the homes 
of American families of the three 
U.S. hostages: Marc Gonsalves, 
Thomas Howes and Keith 
Stansell.
Santos said the military intel-
ligence agents infiltrated the guer-
rilla ranks and led the local com-
mander in charge of the hostages, 
alias Cesar, to believe they were 
going to take them by helicopter 
to Alfonso Cano, the guerrillas’ 
supreme leader.
Surrounded by military com-
mandos, Cesar and the other guer-
rillas gave up without a fight as 
they helicopters took the hostages 
to a military base in Guaviare.
Betancourt was abducted in 
February 2002 as she was running 
for president. Because she also holds 
French citizenship, 
France’s government 
has campaigned for 
her release. She turned 
46 on Christmas.
The Americans 
were captured a year 
later when their drug 
surveillance plane 
went down. They 
worked for a Northrup 
Grumman Corp. 
subsidiary as Pentagon contrac-
tors. They were the longest-held 
American hostages in the world.
Since their abduction, families 
of the U.S. hostages have received 
only two “proof of life” videos, the 
latest in November.
That latest tape also showed the 
first images in years of Betancourt, 
who hadn’t been seen since 2003. 
The images, along with letters 
and reports from other hostages, 
described a once-vibrant, confi-
dent woman slowly succumbing to 
Hepatitis B, tropical skin diseases 
and depression.
One former hostage said 
Betancourt was kept chained to a 
tree after trying to escape.
Betancourt’s family waged 
a campaign for her freedom, 
organizing marches and events 
in Colombia and France, where 
her case became a cause celebre. 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy 
implored the FARC to free the ail-
ing Betancourt and sent a mission 
to Colombia to try to gain access 
to her. He also 
u r g e d 
C o l o m b i a ’ s 
gove rnment 
to contact the 
rebels.
Venezuelan 
President Hugo 
Chavez, who 
shares an affin-
ity with the 
leftist FARC, 
also tried to negotiate Betancourt’s 
release as part of a prisoner swap.
But none of the efforts could 
bridge the gaps between the guerril-
las and Colombian President Alvaro 
Uribe, whose father was killed by the 
FARC and who made the group’s 
defeat the cornerstone of his presi-
dency.
Colombia’s government even 
criticized the family for its efforts 
to raise Betancourt’s public profile. 
With all the interest in her, offi-
cials said, Betancourt became too 
valuable a bargaining chip to be 
traded for anything less than a com-
prehensive deal. The family coun-
tered that its work had drawn atten-
tion to the plight of all Colombia’s 
kidnap victims.
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BIG SUR , Ca l i f . — 
Authorities ordered most of the 
remaining residents of this scenic 
coastal community to leave Wednesday 
because an out-of-control wildfire, one 
of hundreds in California, had jumped 
a fire line and was threatening more 
homes.
New mandatory evacuation notices 
were issued for a 10-mile stretch along 
the eastern side of state Highway 
1, bringing the total length of the 
evacuated area to more than 25 miles, 
emergency officials said.
“The fire is just a 
big raging animal 
right now,” said Darby 
Marshall, spokesman for 
the Monterey County 
Office of Emergency 
Services.
Authorities have 
essentially closed a 25-
mile stretch of Highway 
1, blocking access to 
popular resorts, res-
taurants, shops and art 
galleries that line the 
scenic roadway and attract tourists 
from around the world.
The blaze destroyed 16 homes and 
charred about 82 square miles of forest 
since it was started by lightning on 
June 21 in the Los Padres National 
Forest. It was only about 3 percent 
contained.
The new evacuation notice means 
that nearly all of the roughly 850 
residents who live along the Big Sur 
coast from Andrew Molera State Park 
to Limekiln State Park have been 
ordered to leave, Marshall said.
“This is a very dangerous fire right 
now because of the wind and because 
of how dry things are and how early in 
the year it is,” David Paulison, head of 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, said in a phone interview 
from the scene. He spoke from inside 
a tent as the wind audibly roared 
outside.
Paulison said the evacuation he saw 
was orderly.
“The only saving grace is that this 
area is not heavily populated like we 
saw in Southern California last year,” 
he said. “If people evac-
uate like they’re told 
to, we shouldn’t lose 
any lives. ... My only 
concern is that people 
don’t take it seriously 
enough.”
Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger on 
Tuesday ordered 200 
National Guardsmen 
to report for fire train-
ing to begin assisting 
on fire lines early next 
week. The extra hands are expected 
to boost the nearly 19,000 personnel 
fighting the fires.
The governor’s office said this is the 
first time since 1977 that California’s 
National Guard troops have been sent 
to the fire lines. However, guard troops 
have helped in traffic control and other 
duties since then, and Air National 
Guard units have already been assist-
ing firefighting efforts in California 
and elsewhere this summer.
Drought, heat and lightning 
storms have contributed to more than 
1,100 separate fires that have black-
ened 680 square miles of land state-
wide in the past two weeks. The blazes 
have destroyed 60 homes and other 
buildings while threatening thousands 
more, according to the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection.
Federal fire managers predict an 
increase in severe wildfire activity in 
northern California through October 
due to the unusually hot, dry weather 
and scant rain.
The National Interagency Fire 
Center, based in Boise, Idaho, issued 
a 2008 Wildland Fire Outlook on 
Tuesday forecasting significant 
fire activity to increase or persist in 
California, as well as in parts of the 
western Great Basin in Nevada, the 
northern Rocky Mountains, Texas, 
and West Virginia.
In southern California, a fire in 
the southern extension of the Los 
Padres forest north of Santa Barbara 
prompted mandatory evacuations of 
about 45 people in the foothills of the 
Santa Ynez Mountains. Officials said 
that fire had burned nearly 200 acres 
of heavy brush Wednesday and about 
200 homes were threatened.
Rough terrain in the Santa Ynez 
area hampered firefighters, said Santa 
Barbara County spokesman William 
Boyer. “It’s mostly an aerial battle,” 
he said.
Elsewhere, a wildfire threatened 
15 homes and the Okanogan tribal 
bingo casino near Okanogan, Wash., 
and some residents had been evacu-
ated, said Ron Bowen of the state fire 
marshal’s office. The blaze had covered 
1,500 acres — just over 2 square miles 
— and the state sent people and 
equipment to help Bureau of Indian 
Affairs firefighters, officials said.
Officials in Arizona said the wild-
fire that forced the evacuation of about 
120 people from the old mining town 
of Crown King was no longer directly 
threatening the mountain community 
town or homes in nearby Horsethief 
Basin. But dry, windy weather meant 
the threat to homes could return, they 
said.
The 11-square-mile blaze near 
Crown King was just 5 percent con-
tained, fire information officer Mike 
King said.
Lisa Rathke
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
BETHEL, Vt. —  The body 
of a missing 12-year-old Vermont girl 
was found Wednesday, hours after 
documents surfaced that accused her 
uncle of planning to initiate her into 
a child sex ring, authorities said.
Brooke Bennett’s body was 
found about 4:45 p.m., not far from 
her uncle’s home, said State Police 
Director Col. James Baker.
The girl’s uncle, Michael Jacques, 
who has been in custody since 
Sunday on sexual assault charges 
involving another underage girl, is 
to be charged in federal court with 
kidnapping, police Sgt. Tara Thomas 
said.
Bennett was last seen alive with 
Jacques at a convenience store last 
June 25.
“The painful discovery of Brooke’s 
body today is tragic and heartbreak-
ing,” Baker said.
He called the death “clearly sus-
picious” but declined to give details 
before a planned briefing Thursday 
morning.
Earlier Wednesday, in an affidavit 
unsealed in U.S. District Court in 
Burlington, the FBI said an uniden-
tified 14-year-old girl told investi-
gators she was present on June 25 
when Jacques, 42, tricked Bennett 
into thinking she was going to a 
party and took her to his Randolph 
home to be initiated into a sex ring.
The girl said she was led to 
believe that the 12-year-old “would 
have sex with adult males” during the 
initiation.
The teenager said she and Bennett 
watched television for a while before 
Jacques told her to leave and took his 
niece upstairs. The witness said she 
left the house with her boyfriend and 
didn’t see Bennett again.
The 14-year-old said she herself 
had been having sex with Jacques 
since she was 9, as part of the sex 
ring.
Bennett’s former stepfather, 
Raymond Gagnon, appeared in fed-
eral court Wednesday on an obstruc-
tion of justice charge in the case. He 
was denied bail and was held pend-
ing a Monday hearing.
Police say Gagnon, 40, lives in 
Texas but often visited Vermont. 
According to the affidavit, he told 
police he accessed his former step-
daughter’s MySpace page from a 
computer at his San Antonio home 
after getting login information from 
Jacques.
Police said they have evidence 
that postings to the account were 
altered to make it appear that the 
12-year-old had discussed a secret 
rendezvous shortly before she disap-
peared.
Gagnon also told police he had 
downloaded child pornography onto 
the laptop, according to the affidavit.
Bennett’s mother, Cassandra 
Gagnon, said she was “very sur-
prised” by her ex-husband’s 
alleged involvement.
Colombian military frees Betancourt
More residents told to evacuate for fires
Police find girl’s body
‘‘If true, the most beautiful news of my life. 
 
— Lorenzo Delloye-
Bentancourt
son of Ingrid Bentancourt
‘‘My only concern is 
that people don’t 
take it seriously 
enough. 
 
— David Paulison
head of the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency
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W
McCain puts top 
adviser in control 
WASHINGTON (AP) — John 
McCain put a top adviser in control 
of day-to-day campaign operations 
Wednesday after weeks of private 
concerns  that the GOP presidential 
campaign had not made the transition 
for the general election.
Steve Schmidt will oversee daily 
political, strategy, coalitions, scheduling 
and communications efforts.
I
 Construction worker 
goes on rampage
JERUSALEM (AP) — A Palestinian 
laborer driving a construction vehicle 
rammed into packed buses, tossed cars 
into the air and rolled over pedestrians in 
a deadly rampage Wednesday that killed 
three people and wounded dozens in 
Jerusalem.
The attacker’s unusual weapon 
— a yellow Caterpillar front loader 
transformed into a deadly assault vehicle. 
W
Bush says US to send 
more troops 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Grappling 
with a record death toll in an 
overshadowed war, President Bush 
promised Wednesday to send more U.S. 
troops into Afghanistan by year’s end. 
He conceded that June was a “tough 
month,” in fact, the deadliest for U.S. 
troops in Afghanistan since the war 
began. “Of course there’s going to be 
resistance,” Bush told reporters. 
C
Verne Troyer’s 
sex tape leaks to TMZ
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
woman in a sex tape featuring Verne 
Troyer — best known for his role in 
the “Austin Powers” movies — says 
she allowed celebrity Web site TMZ to 
broadcast snippets of the tape.
Troyer’s ex-girlfriend, Ranae Shrider, 
signed a declaration filed in federal 
court in Los Angeles stating the tape 
was created with her video camera. 
W
Remains found of 
Washington’s home 
WASHINGTON (AP) —
Archaeologists were delighted to at last 
find the remains of George Washington’s 
boyhood home but got stumped when 
they looked for evidence of the cherry 
tree and rusty hatchet.
“This was the setting for many 
important events in Washington’s life,” 
Foundation director David Muraca 
announced Wednesday.
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Officer Randy Mathis works at his desk Wednesday at the Carbondale Police Station. Mathis is one of many officers that does not have 
to worry about his pension being in danger. 
Jenn Lofton
DAILY EGYPTIAN
 Though police officers and fire-
fighters across the state are wor-
ried about uncertain pensions, 
Carbondale officers have no need 
to fear, city officials said.
After the Illinois Municipal 
League discovered a $4 billion 
deficit in statewide pension funds, 
state officials have taken measures 
to fill the void. Only Carbondale 
officers expecting to retire soon 
could be affected, said Lt. Paul 
Echols of the Carbondale Police 
Department.
According to the City of 
Carbondale Police Pension Fund’s 
annual report, the department is 
not one of the 600 cities across the 
state affected by the deficit.
“If it continues to get managed 
wisely, there shouldn’t be a prob-
lem,” said Echols, who has served 
on department’s pension board for 
the past three years.
Illinois Municipal League leg-
islative representative Joe McCoy 
said he has been working with 
the state in order to come up with 
a plan to tighten up surveillance 
of reports and make them more 
accurate.
“It has become a concern and it 
is time to begin a pension reform,” 
McCoy said.
IML’s pension reform plan, 
which unanimously passed in the 
Senate and the House, was put 
on Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s desk 
Monday. McCoy said Blagojevich 
has 60 days to sign the bill and if 
he does it will be in effect imme-
diately.
Echols said roughly 24 percent 
is missing in the Carbondale fund. 
The city, which owes the money, 
is on an installment plan until the 
money is paid back in full. 
Marvin Voss, president of the 
pension board, said the city has 
done a great job following all the 
legal procedures to make sure the 
pension fund stays intact. 
Voss said the department cur-
rently has $17 million and has 
come a long way since he served 
on the board as secretary back in 
1973.
Although more money will be 
needed as time passes and there are 
more retirees, Voss said everything 
should be handled properly with-
out any concern. 
“We’re 76 percent funded now 
and should still be in strong finan-
cial position,” Voss said.
Jenn Lofton can be reached at 
536-3311 ext. 273 or jlofton@siu.edu.
Unfunded pension leaves some concerned 
City officials: 
Carbondale should 
not be affected
Kelley said he feels Illinois 
should rethink its policy on illegal 
fireworks. He believes that the state 
is losing revenue by only allow-
ing smaller fireworks that do not 
explode.
“People are going to other states 
to get bigger things and get stuff 
that makes noise because that’s 
what attracts them,” Kelley said.
Officer Randy Mathis of the 
Carbondale Police Department said 
illegal fireworks are a constant dan-
ger for citizens. While they are legal 
in bordering states, they should not 
be brought over because they can 
still cause injury and death, he said.
“It’s up to the individual con-
sumers,” Mathis said. “If they’re 
going to cross the 
border and buy ille-
gal fireworks, they 
need to understand 
they can buy them 
there and use them 
there but once they 
cross into Illinois, 
they become illegal.”
If someone 
would like to hold 
a fireworks display 
legally, the Illinois 
Fire Marshal’s Office approves 
several applications every year 
for public and private displays, 
said Carbondale Fire Chief John 
Michalesko. City officials must 
approve an application as well, and 
the city does not 
allow for private 
licenses, he said.
For those tired 
of sparklers and 
smoke bombs, The 
Carbondale’s Lions’ 
Club will sponsor 
a fireworks display 
held at the Abe 
Martin Field, south 
of the SIU Arena. 
The display begins 
9 p.m. Friday.
Justin Lange can be reached at 
536-3311 ext. 258 or at jlange@siu.edu.
FIREWORKS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
JAKE LOCKARD ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN
ABOVE: A Barefoot Village Fireworks store sits off of Rt. 51 in 
Perryville, Mo. Barefoot Village is one of several fireworks stores 
located  across the border from Chester.
LEFT: Carrie Noll stocks fireworks Tuesday at Fernow’s Fireworks 
in Perryville, Mo. Donna Fernow, owner of Fernow’s Fireworks, said 
almost 90 percent of the store’s customers are from Illinois.
‘‘People are going to other states to get 
bigger things and get 
stuff that makes noise 
because that’s what 
attracts them.
 
— Andy Kelley
Chester resident
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The people who can least afford this 
are getting hit the worst.
Glen Falk
retail pricing manager at the Oil Price Information Service,
on the effect of soaring gas prices on rural residents 
TWO MINUTES OF TRUTH
FEAR AND LOATHING IN CARBONDALE
ANDY FRUTH
afruth@siu.edu
PAUL FLOWERS
hope4usa@yahoo.com
Driving can be hazardous to your health
 
 
I will admit it: sometimes I 
drive like an old man. 
I try to follow the speed limit 
and obey the rules of the road.
 I am courteous to other 
drivers and let them pull in front 
of me when there is a line or if 
they are trying to get over. 
Most importantly, I use 
my turn signal to indicate my 
intentions, which seems to 
becoming a lost art nowadays.
Being a conscientious driver, 
one of the biggest challenges for 
me was getting used to the way 
people drive in southern Illinois, 
especially Carbondale.
I’m not sure if southern Illinois 
has different traffic laws than the 
rest of the state, but it sure seems 
that way. 
Anytime I drive just south of 
the Champaign-Urbana area, the 
speed limit, although obviously 
marked 65, somehow implicitly 
becomes 80. 
With some drivers, it is almost 
like driving on the Auto Bonne in 
Germany where there is no limit.
The same is true when you get 
on Route 13 in Marion. 
People drive that road like they 
are still on the interstate. 
Is the posted 55 limit a 
suggestion?
 It compares favorably with a 
drag race, although the drivers can 
— and frequently do — change 
lanes to beat you to the next 
stoplight a quarter of a mile up 
the road.
The madness does not stop 
once you actually arrive in 
Carbondale; it gets worse. 
I have found that people in 
Carbondale are not afraid to drive 
as if they are competing in the 
Brickyard 500. 
At four-way stops, people dart 
off the line as quickly as possible, 
often ignoring the 
rules of the road 
and yielding to the 
right. 
Drivers are fond 
of what I like to 
call the “piggyback 
approach.”
This is a 
maneuver in which 
the driver follows 
the car in front 
heading the same 
direction. 
Some folks are 
in such a hurry here 
but I have never 
understood why. 
Driving like an idiot and 
turning driving through 
Carbondale into the total 
NASCAR experience saves you 
what, like one minute, thirty-eight 
seconds in your trip from Wal-
Mart back home? 
Some of the dangerous areas I 
have found are anywhere near the 
tracks, the four-way stop on Grand 
Avenue and Lewis Lane and the 
University & College intersection, 
just to name a select few.
Crosswalks ultimately could 
be the most dangerous areas for 
people to use as a result of the 
“Speedy Gonzales”-like driving 
habits of most drivers within the 
area. 
I have seen students almost 
get hit in the Recreation Center 
crosswalk on an almost weekly 
basis. 
The rest of the campus isn’t 
safe either, as this has been a big 
problem over the 
past few years. 
In a town 
as small as 
Carbondale, it 
does not take 
very long to get 
anywhere. 
The city itself 
is only about 
12 square miles 
large so getting 
from point A to 
point B should 
not take very 
long. 
Next time you 
hop into the car, relax, chill out 
and slow down for crying out loud, 
or else you could land yourself in 
some trouble. 
I mean who actually wants to 
hit a pedestrian, get into a fender-
bender or get a ticket? 
Not me. 
That is why I drive like an old 
man.
Fruth is a graduate student in
 curriculum & instruction.
I’m not sure if  
southern Illinois 
has different 
traffic laws than 
the rest of  the 
state, but it sure 
seems that way.
 Have you ever had the 
feeling that you stumbled upon 
something that was so profoundly 
impacting that it could actually 
change your life?
I have. 
After much thought, a few 
recommended books and several 
leadership summits, I came to a 
conclusion.
We are NOT free. 
A long time ago, a document 
was signed that gave 
America its freedom. 
However, 232 years 
later, America still has 
not given us ours.  
Before you go 
accusing me of being 
unpatriotic, allow 
yourself the time to 
continue reading with 
an open mind. 
Think about this. 
How many hours a day do 
you think the average American 
sits down in front of a television? 
Well, “the average American 
watches more than four hours of 
TV each day (or 28 a hours/week, 
or 2 months of nonstop TV-
watching per year). In a 65-year 
life, that person will have spent 
9 years glued to the tube,” A.C. 
Nielsen Co., a marketing research 
company, tells us. 
What could you do with this 
wasted time?
Think about the time our 
employers take from us on a 
daily basis when they assign 
you overtime or give you those 
daunting tasks that take extra time 
outside of work. Conversely, think 
about the fact that they control 
your time. 
This is time that could be 
spent working on a part-time 
project that would decrease your 
reliance on that job as your sole 
source of income. 
This is precious time that we 
can never get back. And to think 
of all the parents out there that do 
not spend enough time with their 
children.  
Kate Lorenz of CareerBuilder.
com reports that 37 percent of 
working dads would quit if his 
spouse or partner could support 
the family. Do you know any of 
these dads? Are you one of these 
dads?
This same time could be spent 
reading a book or listening to 
information that could help you 
become more positive. 
Despite the survey on 
happiness done by World Value 
Surveys saying the United States 
ranks 16 out of 52, the everyday 
person you run into is still 
insanely negative. 
Think about it. 
Think about the addiction to 
cellular phones that has risen in 
popularity over the last few years. 
People do not even talk any more, 
they just text. 
Again, do not get me wrong, I 
text a little here and there as well, 
but it should not be a substitute 
for that person-to-person 
interaction. 
The exchange 
of eye contact, the 
warmth of a hearty 
hug or handshake 
is so important 
in establishing 
and maintaining 
connections. 
What are we 
turning into?
What kind 
of country uses 
religious threats in giving people 
“choices” of how they live their 
lives, raise their children and 
spend their time?
When you think about it, 
we are just as guilty as other 
countries. 
Yet we, America, the land 
of the free, are working to take 
away more and more of our civil 
liberties (gay rights anyone?). Yet 
we deem ourselves free. 
I will tell you when we should 
consider ourselves free.
When parents no longer have 
to worry that their children are 
being miseducated in the school 
system, because depending on 
where you live, the education can 
differ drastically. 
Then we will be free.
When the government stops 
taking away our rights
When employers start caring 
about their employees and stop 
treating them as assets.
When advertisers stop 
force-feeding us with fatty food 
advertisements that settle in our 
subconscious.
When law enforcement stops 
profiling.
When we stop complaining 
and start doing. 
Then we will be free. 
Got freedom?
Probably not.
Get some.
Flowers is a senior studying 
biological sciences.
When we will really be free
When you 
think about it, 
we are just as 
guilty as other 
countries.
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
By Linda C. Black
Today’s Birthday 07-03-08 Finish 
old business this year, in a major way. 
Write your memoirs. If you’re still a 
kid, this may not take long. Do it 
anyway. You’ll find it fascinating later 
in your life.
To get the advantage, check the 
day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the 
most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) 
— Today is a 5 — Take extra naps. 
Cancel appointments you don’t want 
to go to anyway. You can tell people 
you’re sick even if you’re feeling great. 
While you’re at it, get a massage.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — 
Today is an 8 — Your friends look 
to you for compassion when they’re 
feeling low. You not only cheer them 
up, you help them do their very best. 
Look around. Someone needs you.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) — 
Today is a 7 — While you’re out at 
the mall, don’t forget to buy yourself 
another power suit. Get something 
you can wear when you accept your 
next award and-or promotion.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) — 
Today is a 9 — The funny thing about 
love is that the more you give it away 
the more it comes back to you. Send 
it out and let it in. When you get this 
energy going, you will actually glow.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today 
is a 6 — The challenges you face 
are enormous, but that’s your own 
fault. You have a tendency to take 
on impossible missions. Get a chatty 
friend to help and it’ll be more fun.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today 
is an 8 — Others admire your motivation 
and self-discipline. They may even want 
you to help them get into shape. You’re 
great at that. Make it worth the effort.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today 
is a 5 — By being respectful to the per-
son in authority, you gain authority and 
respect. It’s amazing how that happens. 
To learn to be a good leader, first learn 
to follow well.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today 
is a 10 — This is a lucky day for begin-
ning huge enterprises. Imagine yourself 
in charge of a multinational corporation. 
Even better, it has your name on it. Get 
going!
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
— Today is a 5 — You can get some-
thing for your home, at much less than 
expected. Looks like it may be a fixer-
upper. It’s a diamond in the rough. 
Check the sales.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
— Today is an 8 — Listen and learn 
from a person you thought was less 
accomplished than you are. You’ll dis-
cover another fascinating way of seeing 
things. And you’ll rightfully respect this 
person more.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — 
Today is a 5 — Past worries dissolve as 
you do well in an area you previously 
found difficult. Has the job changed, or 
have you? It’s a little bit of both.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today 
is a 9 — If you could spend all day play-
ing with people you admire, it would 
not be a waste of time. If you can’t quite 
arrange to practice all day, fit in as 
much as you can.
(Answers tomorrow)
SKULK CROUP MODISH NOUGATYesterday’s Jumbles:Answer: What the cat show winner turned into —
A GLAMOUR “PUSS”
Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
NOBAT
GOFOR
BUHLEM
DARCOW
©2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
www.jumble.com 
”“Print answer here:
ACROSS
1 Monroe’s 
successor
6 Timex rival
11 Make lace
14 Earn
15 Robbery
16 Expression of 
confusion
17 Start of a quip
19 Pride in 
oneself
20 Heads, slangily
21 Mull over
23 Forever and a 
day
24 Part 2 of quip
27 __ de mer
28 Part of DVD
29 Travel in 
neutral
32 Solidifies
33 Candler or 
Gray
36 Best of the 
best
37 Part 3 of quip
38 Municipal
40 Like an extra 
sock
41 Easily misled 
person
42 On the ball
43 Final Greek 
letter
45 NBC classic
46 Part 4 of quip
50 Before, before
53 “Great” czar
54 Jazz devotee
56 Snacked
57 End of quip
60 Mexicali Mrs.
61 Type of iron
62 French student
63 Downcast
64 Play tricks on
65 Did some 
cobbling
DOWN
1 Nitrogen 
compound
2 Artoo’s last 
name
3 Fiery crime
4 Take 
exception to
5 Star-shaped
6 Storage box
7 __ Lingus (Irish 
airline)
8 Take a chair
9 Some 
crustaceans
10 “The Stunt Man” 
star
11 Bara of the 
silents
12 Boring tool
13 Irritation
18 Calf meat
22 Keanu in “The 
Matrix”
25 Zero in golf
26 Diacritical mark
27 CO clock setting
29 Boardroom 
bigwig
30 Long in the 
tooth
31 Help out
32 Measuring 
instrument
33 “__ Maria”
34 Knight’s address
35 False front
38 Four-poster 
covers
39 __ at ease
41 Go off course
43 Small bill
44 Least little bit
45 Peau de __ (soft 
silk)
46 “No bid”
47 Colorful tropical 
fish
48 Place
49 Soup herb
50 One Barrymore
51 “Still Me” writer
52 Made a mistake
55 Town near Caen
58 Stephen of 
“Fear Dot Com”
59 __ Cruces, NM
Sudoku  By The Mepham Group
Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle
Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.
© 2008 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved. 7/3/08
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‘Randy Jackson presents America’s 
Best Dance Crew’
New Episode: 9 p.m. CDT Thursday 
on MTV
 Amber Fijolek
DAILY EGYPTIAN
There’s no reality like the realiza-
tion of a dr eam.  
Today’s version of “Star Search” 
is divided into individual reality TV 
talent shows designed to capture the 
American journey to stardom. As 
watching countless overly confident 
vocalists belt out Whitney Houston 
remake after Whitney Houston 
remake on  “American Idol” grows 
tedious, the draw for dance competi-
tion is in high demand.
That may be why producers have 
made dance the new talent to watch, 
and last season of “Randy Jackson 
Presents America’s Best Dance 
Crew’may be the reason for this sea-
son’s craze, which began three weeks 
ago. 
The third episode of the second 
season airs tonight. Thank goodness 
for that, considering how many times 
viewers have seen reruns of past epi-
sodes which seem to air every other 
hour in between whatever other mara-
thon MTV overplays.
Dancing their way onto the small 
screen in this televised talent competi-
tion are twelve “crews” of four to 10 
nonprofessional entertainers who use 
more street moves than skill. 
Like any other talent competition, 
one crew a week is booted off by an 
uneven combination of viewer polls 
and judge commentary. It is a famil-
iar but flawed system, seeing as how 
any 13-year-old teenybopper can keep 
any deserving crew from their dreams 
with a day’s worth of computer clicks 
by voting for their hometown heroes. 
Each week dares crews with a new 
challenge, from mimicking music vid-
eos to incorporating props, always to 
popular body-moving hits.
Although Randy Jackson’s appear-
ances are few and far between, the 
program’s host, Mario Lopez, brings 
abounding phony commentary as filler 
to an already filler-filled presentation 
of routines America has falsely tagged 
“dance.” The familiar face may have 
looked good during his “Saved by 
the Bell” days, but his fluffy rhetoric 
becomes an ear-sore upon the hour-
long show’s finish.
The show is as boring as it is 
enthralling — each fast-paced, trick-
packed act is ushered in with lengthy, 
sappy background tales of each crew’s 
colossal trials in completing its task. 
The mini-biographies capture the dire 
circumstances the dancers face in over-
coming challenges, but when it comes 
down to showtime, game faces are on 
and the fearless competitors pop, turn, 
hit, grind, break, and drop it like it’s 
hot.  Granted, these are no mundane 
tasks, but any chore takes a little sweat 
— and the judges know it. 
Critique by ‘N Sync’s JC Chasez, 
rapper Lil’ Mama and choreographer 
Shane Sparks for the most part deals 
out more pats on the back than harsh 
criticism, unlike judges from other hit 
dance competitions such as NBC’s “So 
You Think You Can Dance.” Instead 
of technique they praise stunts and 
prefer fan-favored dynamism over 
versatility and other dance elements 
traditionally considered to be merit 
worthy. Regardless of their inconsis-
tent and poorly valued judgments, 
Chasez, Lil’ Mama and Sparks are 
crowd favorites with their sensational 
syntax and outrageous style. 
Do not misinterpret: the dance 
numbers will surely captivate, espe-
cially in the coming weeks after some 
of the not-as-good crews have been 
weeded out. However this amateur, 
one-dimensional representation is 
really just a taste of what truly amaz-
ing dancing is. 
This show pales in comparison 
to the later weeks’ talent of  “So You 
Think You Can Dance.” A third-
ranked dance troupe at almost any 
national dance competition at the high 
school or collegiate age-level would 
put these dancers and their routines to 
shame — not to mention the profes-
sionals too busy with master work-
shops and shows to bother with reality 
TV.
It is not the best exhibit of the 
exceptional art, but not the worst 
entertainment primetime TV can offer. 
The show’s shortfalls can certainly be 
overlooked as the show promises a 
new hour of alluring amusement every 
week. If you’re sick of “American Idol” 
and looking for a new competition to 
zone into (or out of), check out it out 
tonight.
Amber Fijolek can be reached at 
536-3311 or 
kelojif@siu.edu.
P
SO U T H E R N IL L I N O I S  UN I V E R S I T Y
Gloria Bode says have fun 
at the Sunset Concert.
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‘Dance Crew’ misses a beat
 Chris McGregor
DAILY EGYPTIAN
 “Hi, I got a tape I wanna play,” 
says Talking Heads frontman David 
Byrne. 
What follows these simple words 
is art in its highest form — the 
Talking Heads concert film “Stop 
Making Sense.” 
The music slowly builds around 
Byrne (the driving force) and culmi-
nates in a full-out funk jam involv-
ing several backing members from 
Parliament with the film’s highlights 
being the songs “Burning Down the 
House,”“Life During Wartime” and 
“Once in a Lifetime.”
The film does not glorify any 
member but respects the fact that 
music is entertainment and the band 
members are not musical gods. 
There is no emphasis on the 
crowd in the film; another missing 
element usually prominent in concert 
footage is the annoying ten-minute, 
glorified guitar solo. Instead, the film 
takes a look at the band as a whole. 
This must have been a relief to the 
consumer in 1984, a place in time 
when hair metal was replacing arena 
rock. Talking Heads removed the 
excess from rock music, used no 
props and dressed in simple clothes. 
The reason the film remains so 
popular is that the boundaries the 
band was pushing at the time are still 
fresh today. Bands still struggle with 
identity. Talking Heads had estab-
lished their identity early on. They 
also pushed many creative boundar-
ies unexplored until then; consid-
ered to be one of the first “art rock” 
bands, Talking Heads practically 
invented the genre. Those boundar-
ies were much more subtle and much 
more meaningful than perhaps Jim 
Morrison just wanting to be naked 
because he was a drunken idiot.  
This film is similar to a good 
Coen Brothers film in the fact it 
contains no gimmicks. All the little 
things have been thought out care-
fully and delivered perfectly.
 It set the standard for creativity 
in not only music but in film. The 
band may be the last great pop group 
to push the boundaries of music since 
The Beach Boys or Bob Dylan.  
The greatest thing about “Stop 
Making Sense” is not how influ-
ential it is but, how influenced the 
music is. The film starts as an acous-
tic piece and finishes with a bit of 
everything.  Watching the film is 
almost like watching the evolution 
of music. African rhythmic drum-
ming which feels almost instinctual 
heavily influences the band’s work 
in the film.
For this reviewer, “Stop Making 
Sense” reinvigorated my hope 
in music. The fact this film can 
accomplish that two decades after 
its release is a testament to its stay-
ing power and the band’s creativity. 
‘Stop Making Sense’ 
still makes sense
TEN YEAR ITCH
 
The UK’s The Daily Mail reports that a “Friends” movie may be in the works after the success of the “Sex and the City” feature. 
Does the world need a “Friends” movie or is there another show out there that deserves the silver screen treatment?
Luke McCormick
I would certainly pay to see a film adaptation of the greatest TV show of all time, “The Wire.” But in all seriousness, it is time for 
another live action “Doug” movie. Everyone needs some more Roger Klotz and some new tracks from “The Beets.”
Amber Fijolek 
Let us not ruin a good thing. “Friends” is timeless. We have already lived and watched every moment of the spunky six’s lives. 
What more could you want? If you need a “Friends” fix, watch the season DVDs again.  
Pablo Tobon
 “Friends?” Come on! We already learned how good it was to be a white, straight, middle- to upper-class American! Let 
us bring something a bit spicier. What about a “Married with Children” movie? That sounds more realistic to me. 
Allison Petty 
If there is one thing the entertainment world does not need, it is another second of Ross-Rachel drama. I would, however, wait 
with baited breath for a so-meaty “The Soup” adaptation. Joel McHale could walk his dog for two hours, and I bet I am not the 
only one who would watch.
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East W L GB
Tampa Bay 51 32 -
Boston 50 36 2.5
New York 44 40 7.5
Baltimore 42 40 8.5
Toronto 41 44 11.0
Central W L GB
Chicago WS 48 35 -
Minnesota 47 38 2.0
Detroit 42 42 5.5
Kansas City 38 46 10.5
Cleveland 37 47 11.5
West W L GB
Los Angeles 51 34 -
Oakland 45 39 5.5
Texas 44 41 7.0
Seattle 32 51 18.0
East W L GB
Connecticut 13 5 -
Detroit 12 6 1.0
New York 8 7 3.5
Indiana 7 8 4.5
Washington 6 10 6.0
Chicago 5 9 6.0
Atlanta 0 16 12.0
West W L GB
Los Angeles 10 5 -
San Antonio 10 6 .5
Seattle 9 7 1.5
Phoenix 8 7 2.0
Minnesota 8 8 2.5
Sacramento 8 8 2.5
Houston 7 9 3.5
Barry Bonds’ 756th home run ball arrived at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum Tuesday . Mark Ecko, who 
purchased the ball for more than $750,000 last fall, decided to unconditionally donate the ball to the Hall after some specula-
tion that he might just loan it out for display. The Hall accepted the donation and apparently will now display the baseball, 
which Ecko had branded with an asterisk to denote the dubious circumstances surrounding Bonds and the record. Bonds 
said he would boycott the Hall if they display the asterisk ball. What should be done to resolve this debacle?
Remember what happened to the “Bartman Ball?” That thing got blown to smith-
ereens and everybody felt better. Bartman started to fade into Cubbie lore, Dusty 
Baker got canned and the Cubs reworked themselves into legitimate title contenders. 
So, I say the ball should be put on display in the hall for 756 days and then be blown 
into a million little pieces — all of which Bonds should be forced to eat on a nation-
ally-aired prime-time special.
As a journalist and a fan of the game, I refuse to give that man and anything he 
has done any more words. He cheated the game, the few fans that he had and most 
importantly himself. I do not care about that ball because until I have physical proof 
he did not cheat, his numbers mean nothing to me.
Bonds would be smart to boycott the Hall. It would save him the embarrassment 
when the all-time home-run king is not chosen as a first-ballot Hall of Famer. If he 
really wants to redeem himself, he should join Mark McGwire in teaching children the 
dangers of performance enhancing drugs. It could be just like high school health class 
where they gather around a projector and show slides of their acne-ridden backs.
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The answer is he should not 
be paid. I do not have a contract 
to write for the D E, 
but if I did, I guarantee it would 
be null and void the moment I 
even thought about making an 
aggressive move towards my edi-
tor in chief. No one else in the 
professional world is allowed to 
use violence to resolve issues in 
the workplace and just because 
Chacon can throw a baseball, he 
does not deserve a pass.
The player’s association is way 
out of line defending this guy and 
Chacon should never play in the 
league again.
Chacon and the players’ union 
— you are both in my doghouse.
Brandon Augsburg can be reached at 
536-3311 ext. 256 or 
bauggie@siu.edu.
AUGGIE
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East W L GB
Philadelphia 45 39 -
Florida 44 40 1.0
New York 41 42 3.5
Atlanta 40 44 5.0
Washington 34 52 12.0
Central W L GB
Chicago C 50 34 -
St. Louis 48 37 2.5
Milwaukee 45 38 4.5
Houston 40 44 10.0
Pittsburgh 39 44 10.5
Cincinnati 39 46 11.5
West W L GB
Arizona 42 42 -
Los Angeles 39 44 2.5
San Francisco 37 47 5.0
Colorado 33 51 9.0
San Diego 33 52 9.5
MLB WNBA
It has been a challenging three 
years for Winkeler here at SIU. She 
inherited a program not use to win-
ning. During her tenure, the team 
has competed against schools such 
as Creighton and Wichita State 
that have had long traditions of 
dominating. What has led to suc-
cess under Winkeler is her ability to 
take raw athletes and develop them 
into good volleyball players.
“I’m pleased with the progress,” 
Winkeler said. “Of course I would 
like us to get even better, but we’ve 
come a long way and now we’re 
competing with the teams at the 
top.”
The Salukis will have many new 
faces on the team this year, as the 
roster is filled to the brim with 16 
players on the team. 
“I can’t even tell you yet who all 
the new people are,” Laughlin said. 
“There’s going to be a lot of compe-
tition, but it should be fun though.”
SIU will begin the season on 
Aug. 29 in Niagara, N.Y., for the 
Niagara University Tournament. 
The Salukis will not have 
their first home game until the 
Saluki Invitational, which starts 
Sept. 12.
Ian Preston can be reached at 
536-3311 ext. 282 or 
idpreston@comcast.net.
VOLLEYBALL
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INSIDER, page 11: What exactly is 
baseball Hall of Fame worthy?
Brandon Augsburg
DAILY EGYPTIAN
 Sadly, events in Major League 
Baseball late last week and early this 
week have afforded me the extraordi-
nary opportunity to knock down two 
doggies with just one column. 
On June 25, Houston Astros gen-
eral manager Ed Wade approached 
pitcher Shawn Chacon during a team 
meal and told him to enter manager 
Cecil Cooper’s office for a meeting. 
Chacon refused to attend the meeting, 
and that is apparently when things 
got funky.
Chacon grabbed Wade by the neck 
and threw him to the ground. Then, 
as Wade tried to get back to his feet, 
Chacon knocked him to the floor a 
second time.
The Astros put Chacon on waiv-
ers Thursday, and he was released 
Monday after every other MLB team 
passed on signing the pitcher. His 
release put the remaining $983,607 of 
his $2 million contract and $1 million 
in performance bonuses into question. 
Then, Tuesday, the player’s union 
general counsel Michael Weiner filed 
an official complaint with the league 
on Chacon’s behalf saying, “the griev-
ance alleges that he was unlawfully 
terminated and asked that he be made 
whole.”
So,  let me get this straight. 
Chacon choke slams his boss on 
the cafeteria floor, and the union is 
asserting that somehow Wade and 
the Astros are in the wrong for firing 
this punk? 
This is the most asinine, back-
wards and downright dumb claim I 
have ever heard. 
First, Chacon clearly violated pro-
visions in the uniform player con-
tract when he went Stone Cold Steve 
Austin on the guy that signs his 
checks. 
Second, even if a person has union 
protection, that does not give them the 
right physically assault their co-work-
ers without expecting to get fired. 
Third, the union is in place to 
protect all players. Sending the mes-
sage that violent outbursts are kosher 
is not going to help the workplace 
morale or facilitate good relations 
between players and management. 
Weiner said he would be pursu-
ing “appropriate relief ” for Chacon, 
which basically means he is going 
to sue the league so Chacon can 
collect the rest of the money on his 
contract.
Here is the kicker. When the 
Astros offered Chacon that contract, 
the assumption was that he would 
pitch the whole year unless he was 
otherwise incapacitated. Also, part 
of signing that contract and getting 
paid meant that he had to live up to 
conduct expectations. 
Well, he clearly will not meet 
either one of those benchmarks, so 
why should this guy get paid for 
getting fired?
Shameful Chacon, 
unruly union
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Freshman 
Jennifer 
Berwanger 
attempts 
to block a 
spike during 
the April 
19 spring 
tournament 
at Davies 
Gym. The SIU 
volleyball 
team is 
coming 
off a 15-16 
record last 
season and 
will open the 
new season 
Aug. 29 at 
the Niagara 
University 
Tournament. 
EMILY SUNBLADE
DAILY EGYPTIAN
 Ian Preston
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 Head coach Brenda Winkeler 
is excited about what her team 
could do this fall. So much so, she 
believes this year’s team could be 
one of the best SIU has seen in a 
long time.
Winkeler believes her squad is 
not only good enough to make 
it back to the Missouri Valley 
Conference tournament, but also 
to compete in a conference that 
sent four teams to the NCAA 
tournament last season. SIU fin-
ished last season with a 15-16 
record and won only five of their 
last 17 matches. 
 “Anything can happen,” 
Winkeler said. “I think the key 
will be that we just don’t over-try 
and improve upon what we did 
last year.” 
Winkeler said she believes the 
difference this season will be that 
all six starters are returning and 
will have good depth behind them. 
Last season right side hitter Kristie 
Berwanger, who Winkeler said 
would have been named to the All-
MVC team, 
got mono 
and missed 
a majority of 
the second 
half of the 
season when 
the Salukis 
were los-
ing.  The ill-
ness forced 
Winkeler to 
fill her spot 
with play-
ers unac-
customed to 
playing other 
positions.
Now that 
Berwanger is healthy and the other 
three, juniors Chandra Roberson, 
Marina Medic and Kelsie Laughlin 
are all another year older, the Salukis 
should feature a talented and battle 
tested front row. SIU will also once 
again be led on defense by senior 
libero Kristy Elswick, who already 
holds the school record for most 
digs in a career.
“We just need to relax this sea-
son,” Winkeler said. “We had one 
of the best starts since 1985 last 
year and fell off a bit because 
we were trying to hard. So, this 
year we just need to relax and just 
play volleyball.”
Saluki coach has high hopes
VOLLEYBALL
 Ian Preston
DAILY EGYPTIAN
Kelsie Laughlin is one of the rea-
sons why SIU head volleyball coach 
Brenda Winkeler expects big things 
from her team this fall. Kelsie, a 
junior outside hitter, is entering her 
third straight year as a starter for the 
Salukis. She has dealt with pressure 
throughout her two full seasons at 
SIU, but how would this small-town 
girl from Cornell (population 511, 
according to the 2000 U.S. Census) 
fare in the 15 minutes? 
DAILY EGYPTIAN:  So, being 
from a small town and getting a D-1 
scholarship must have meant a lot of 
people knew you, or at least the small 
amount that lived in your town.
Kelsie Laughlin:  Yeah, I was 
even known in other towns just 
because it was so tiny. My sister and 
I used to ask our parents all the time, 
“Why did you raise us here?” I mean, 
I do like it. We call it a hick town 
but it is nice that everyone knows 
each other in a way.
DE:  Now you’re in Carbondale. 
What’s the biggest difference out-
side of the population increase?
KL: For me, the difference is 
the people. I live with Chandra 
Roberson and Marina Medic and 
they’re from New York and Serbia. 
It’s just a big culture shock all the 
different people from around here 
because we don’t really have 
that back in Cornell.
DE: What are some 
of the experiences liv-
ing with Chandra and 
Marina?
KL: We mostly 
tell stories. It’s real-
ly different. Like, 
Chandra being from 
New York, I’m try-
ing to explain to her 
how we show cattle 
in Cornell, and she 
just asks, “What’s 
showing cattle?” It’s 
different to hear 
about their back-
grounds, but it’s 
pretty cool.
DE: So your sister is playing at 
the University of South Carolina?
KL: Yeah, when she was young-
er she would always say how she 
wanted to move out to California, 
so I think South Carolina was 
good for her. It’s like the next 
closest thing. She does have the 
beach about an hour away and 
palm trees.
DE: So, she wanted palm trees 
and the beach, and you wanted 
the coal mines and the rampaging 
deer?
KL: Yeah, I guess. 
I don’t know. I came 
down here and loved 
it, but I could still 
see myself in the 
city. I do like all the 
nature, though, 
down here.
DE: So, are 
you, Chandra 
and Marina 
pretty close 
then?
KL: Yeah, 
whenever you 
see one or two 
of us everyone 
asks where are 
the other ones. 
We’re pretty crazy. We do come 
from different backgrounds but we 
just mesh real well together.
DE: What do you guys do that 
is crazy? 
KL: Here’s an example. The 
other night — well by the way, we 
love Danity Kane.
DE: Who?
KL: Have you seen “Making 
the Band?”
DE: No. I don’t really watch 
that much reality TV.
KL: See that’s all I watch, but 
we’ll sing and dance and bang on 
the walls of our apartment, and the 
neighbors will be banging on their 
floor trying to get us to shut up.
DE: So, nobody has called the 
cops on you yet?
KL: No, thank goodness.
DE: Well, being a student ath-
lete, do you feel you can get away 
with some things?
KL: I’ve never gotten away with 
anything yet.
DE: (laughing) So you’ve tried?
KL: There may be some things, 
but I won’t go into detail.
Ian Preston can be reached at 
618-536-3311 ext. 282 or 
idpreston@comcast.net
Kelsie 
Laughlin
15 MINUTES WITH ...
‘‘We’ve come a long 
way and 
now we’re 
competing 
with the 
teams at 
the top.
 
— Brenda 
Winkeler
head coach
See VOLLEYBALL, Page 11
